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mrs. Kennedy both in the Air Force jet arrived at San Antonio International Airport his mission was to 
dedicate the new aerospace medical health center at nearby Brooks Air Force Base this is in San Antonio 
and his intention to was to spend some of the 48 hours in Texas and old-fashioned politicking at the San 
Antonio Airport and later in the motorcade whoo Brooks the crowds were large the walton was friendly 
president rode in his open car with Texas Governor John Connally jr. in San Antonio in fact in all of Texas 
this is the truly space conscious territory and so the focus of the president's visit to Brooks Air Force Base 
was an enthusiastic defense of this nation's space program with mrs. Kennedy on the platform the president 
helped dedicate the new six million dollar aerospace health center and in just a moment we will hear an 
excerpt of the remarks that he made secretary governor vice president senator members of the Congress 
members of the military ladies and gentlemen more than three years I've spoken about the new frontier this 
is not a partisan term and it's not the exclusive property of Republicans or Democrats it refers instead for this 
nation faith and history to the fact that we do stand on the edge of a great new era filled with foes crisis and 
opportunity a narrow to be characterized by achievement and by challenge it is an area which calls for action 
and for the best efforts of all those who would test the unknown and the uncertain in every stage of human 
endeavor it is a time for pathfinders pioneers | have come to Texas today salute an outstanding group of 
pioneers man oh man the Brooks Air Force Base schools aerospace medicine 





Force Base schools aerospace medicine and the aerospace medical center the United States effort in space 
was a major issue in the 1960 presidential campaign at in the election of John Fitzgerald Kennedy to the 
White House he immediately launched an increased program called for greater appropriations a an approach 
that has recently run into increasing criticism particularly at time to consider the appropriation bill he was in 
Texas and not only to politic for the 1964 campaign but also to in part just by the expenditures that had been 
made in public even greater effort in space so we would like now an examination of President Kennedy as a 
space-age president and his attitude toward the new challenge of the outer dimensions for this we would go 
to our studios in Washington and NBC's Peter haggis well Frank as most offices here in Washington both the 
Pentagon and NASA most of the people who are once new president even on a very casual basis or 
speechless at this point they felt they had a friend and a very genuine booster and mr. Kennedy despite the 
fact that he and they differed from time to time over specific projects he was after all the first president of the 
so-called Space Age he stepped in at a time when as you recall we were lagging behind in various areas he 
did his very best to fight for what he thought the nation needed in the way of defense and to get along in 
space all the way through he was one who through our speeches and our developments at the United 
Nations including his own speech decided that the future of outer space was to be peaceful at least as far as 
this country was concerned he was very severely criticized by many for his stand a number of people in 
Congress thought it was a it was sheer folly to 





thought it was a it was sheer folly to stand up at the United Nations and preach peace and space when the 
Russians were presumably getting so far ahead of us there is no proof of course that they are ahead of us in 
these various areas but it did have its effect as you saw very recently in Congress when they pared back the 
amount of money the president had asked for for our space program and going to the moon he believed in it 
he wanted cooperation to the very best of his ability with whatever safeguards we could pick up along the 
way he was a friend as | said also of the military he had visited most of the military major military installations 
in this country as well as our space installations | remember being with him both at Cape Canaveral and at 
Houston when he was getting his first real look-see into the a Project Mercury and what lies beyond at one 
point he stood aside and was chatting informally with one of the astronauts who was on hand rather 
conveniently to show him the marvels of the space age and he remarked aloud that he marveled first of all 
that anyone could get in to that capsule and we recalled some of his joking with John Glenn when the 
astronaut was here in Washington about some of the things that he had seen from space and once at the 
Cape he was overheard remark that had things been a little bit different with him he too might have liked to 
make a trip into space so he was a pioneer in that sense he wanted to do new things he was constantly 
reading and he was most interested in all of the technical aspects of how you get into space how you get 
back and what is the best the latest and best for the military President Johnson presumably will make no 
major changes either in the military or space except that he may be expected to continue to pound hard to 
keep the United States ahead or to push it ahead in various aspects of space he has been the head of the 
president's space 





the head of the president's space Council he's been kept informed of all of the technical developments he is 
a booster of this effort and is expected to go along in that in that general at rent one Pentagon man when | 
called over there today was in a | won't say a state of shock but rather rather broken up he said the death of 
mr. Kennedy won't stop anything here we'll carry on where he left off the military officers traditionally the 
army is in charge of state funerals where the military is involved they are number of those people are at the 
White House at this moment discussing the various possible these should a military funeral or anything 
having to do with Arlington be on the agenda whether or not they will be involved there will surely be a 
funeral cortege of one kind or another through at least part of Washington it has been a tradition that the 
military caissons of courses the smartly dressed ceremonial troops take part and they are ready l'm told at 
this moment to do whatever they can whatever they're called upon to do there was one officer in this general 
area with whom | spoke the same age as the president and as he put it to me it was like this it's almost too 
difficult to think that we'll be doing this sad duty this is Peter heck as NBC News Washington what has 
happened is numb there are | think few people who understand it we can appreciate the fact that mr. 
Kennedy is in fact dead there's a tremendous shock and does no | think perhaps our ambassador to the 
United Nations Adlai Stevenson has summed it up with the statement the tragedy of this day is beyond 
instant regular comprehension all of us who knew him will bear the grief of his death for the day of ours and 
all men everywhere who loved peace and justice and freedom will bow their heads at such a moment we can 
only turn to 
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at such a moment we can only turn to prayer prayer to comfort our grief the sustained mrs. Kennedy and his 
family the strengthened President Johnson and to guide us in time to come may God help us the words of 
Ambassador Adlai Stevenson spoken this afternoon at the United Nations why either this chaotic situation 
continues more and more pieces of the story began to fall into place and some of the reports that we brought 
you in fragmentary form earlier are being clarified it is now apparent that no Secret Service men were injured 
in the attack on President Kennedy a South Ferry official said today that property Wallace assistant secretary 
of the Treasury under which the Secret Service operates said the service had received a report that $1 
policemen had been killed by the fusillade from assassin it had been reported from dollars that a policeman 


and the Secret Service man had been shot and killed some distance from the scene of the attack on the 
president assistant secretary would work for mr. Kennedy in the Senate is in charge of Secret Service policy 
and advisers on fiscal matters now just a little while before he was assassinated mrs. Kennedy turned to her 
husband and said you can't say Dallas wasn't friendly to you mrs. John Connally wife the wounded Texas 
governor said that mrs. Kennedy turned to her husband and made that remark as they rode past cheering 
loud in dollars as is Kennedy wearing a stunning pink wool suit that matching pink pillbox hat had a bunch of 
yellow roses with her in the open top limousine they had been presented to her at the Dallas Airport so the 
roses remained in the blood-spattered car outside the hospital where her husband was at that time dying she 
clutched her husband to her as he slumped forward in the seat of the car she no from the floor over him 
during the high-speed ride to Parkland Hospital emergency ward mrs. Kennedy hoped that her dying 
husband onto a stretcher she was taken inside the hospital and twist review she appeared stunned that she 
had at the hospital physicians attending the president said they did not take them to notice whether she or 
any members of the White House staff 





any members of the White House staff were with the president at the precise moment of his death members 
of the White House party said mrs. Kennedy's first thought then was to be with her children Caroline six and 
John Jr will be three next week and who at last report were at the White House in Washington mrs. Kennedy 
was taken to Love Field in Dallas and there on the plane that carried heard what had been a personal 
triumph for her in Texas she joined witnesses as lyndon b johnson was sworn into office as chief executive of 
the united states the casket of her husband was placed aboard the plane this is Johnson you first lady 
embraced mrs. Kennedy and she rode back to the Capitol with a new president we are going to return you to 
WBA PTV Fort Worth and Charles Murphy with some film that was made at the hospital where the president 
died so the WBA PTV Fort Worth and Charles Murphy light films have arrived in our newsroom from Dallas 
showing the scenes of horror and disbelief outside Parkland Hospital news men hurry to the emergency 
room the president's wife arrived spun this is mrs. Kennedy in the middle at this point no one knows no one 
knew rather whether the president was alive or dead mrs. Kennedy conferring with a Dallas policeman who 
had sped the president through the hospital and into the emergency room those mrs. Kennedy a corsage of 
roses lies inside the car in which President Kennedy was shot a stunned congressman Jim Wright of Fort 
Worth elves what he saw from a few cars back 
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the disbelief registered on everything they is filmed from outside the emergency room of Parkland Hospital in 
Dallas as the president is dying inside senator Ralph Yarborough who saw the shooting said he heard shots 
and then saw a Secret Service man pound his fist against a rear fender of the presidential car in hang two 
peace arrived to administer last rites their name are not yet known the deed still is not registered with many 
outside the hospital and the HAR begins to sink we'll be back with more films for balance as soon as they 
arrive Charles Murphy WBA PPV fort worth though there is this reaction that President Kennedy president 
showed the gulp who said President Kennedy died like a soldier under fire for his duty and in the service of 
his country in the name of the French people ever the friend of the American people | salute this great 
example and this great memory there is also reaction from Canada our 





there is also reaction from Canada our neighbor to the north and we have that report recorded in this 
conversation with our NBC correspondent Leif E in Ottawa a deeply shaken Prime Minister Lester Pearson 
announced the news the President Kennedy's death senators House of Commons and aide walked with his 
front fence project before the beginning of the absolute session and handed him strips of paper in a voice it 
was Close to the breaking point several times the Prime Minister solder a summons that the president's death 
is a tragedy for all of us know people he said was there more deeply in that entity for the people of senators 
the neighbors of the United States he said our hearts are filled with sadness the Prime Minister was a 


longtime personal friend of the race president speaking from the time when mr. Pearson was Canadian 
ambassador to Washington and mr. Kennedy was a senator the prime minister's tribute was followed by 
souls of the other party group and summons immediately adjourned until Monday all Canadian radio and 
television stations spoke scheduled to carry uninterrupted use of the president's assassination and to recall 
his 1961 visit to Canada beat NBC News acaba not to dwell on maudlin items or come to mer awesomeness 
but the Kennedy children Caroline and John this has been mentioned before were at the White House today 
and they lost their father in Dallas Texas there is a story from Washington that it's believed that the task of 
telling them what has happened will be left to mrs. Kennedy that's also recall that earlier this year when she 
lost a baby but the task of telling the children was left to the Father the present to inform Caroline young 
John that they had lost their baby brother the children to the best of our knowledge have not yet been told 
what has happened and perhaps that is all to be good Frank as has no doubt become apparent to you now 
all regular NBC programming has been 





all regular NBC programming has been canceled a special NBC News reports will will be brought to you 
continuously throughout the evening very few people are left alive now who can personally recall the 
assassination of an American president that occurred that the last one occurred in nineteen one when 
William McKinley was shot to death and as we have said many times throughout the afternoon we're relying 
entirely on memory or but many of these things but | believe he was shot to death in Buffalo New York was 
you know that's my recollection now with in nineteen one and it seems that we always think this sort of thing 
can happen in other countries but we don't really expect it to happen in the United States but the historical 
record will not really bear us out on that we have had a number of presidents assassinated in this country the 
last being McKinley they tried to shoot President Franklin Roosevelt in 1933 and then former president 
broom and again in 1950 and now John F Kennedy in 1963 so for the latest developments in Washington 
let's return to NBC News correspondent Martin agronsky in Washington the leaders of the Congress of the 
United States have United and bipartisan unity in this tragic moment Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield 
of Montana man who now occupied the office last held by our new president lyndon b johnson his 
Republican opposite number Illinois Senator Everett Dirksen the Republican minority leader in the Senate in 
Oregon's Democratic Wayne Morris speak now Senator Mansfield was just speaking unfortunately a 
mechanical failure has cut off the sound from the picture we'll come back with the statements of Senator 
Mansfield the majority leader the 





Mansfield the majority leader the Minority Leader Senator Everett Dirksen and Senator Wayne Morris of 
Oregon Democratic senator Wayne Morse of Oregon later the man around whom they are now rally senator 
President Lyndon Baines Johnson is a very very close friend a very very well known intimate friend of all of 
the members of the Senate of the United States Lyndon Baines Johnson the age of 55 takes office as 
president of the United States probably a more vast governmental experience is behind him than any 
president we have ever had he has been in the House of Representatives for | think a four term he was 
elected twice to the Senate of the United States served as the Senate Majority Leader where is a record was 
as an extremely able at legislative leader a man who accomplished much in the office his knowledge his 
companionship with the members of the Senate of the United States must certainly serve him in good stead 
as they did his a predecessor John Fitzgerald Kennedy additionally throughout the Kennedy administration 
senator vice president Donovan Vice President Lyndon Johnson now President Lyndon Johnson served at 
the President of the United States in many capacities that gave them an intimate knowledge and insight into 
the duties of the office that he now assumes he was on the National Security Council in the National Security 
Council Executive Committee he served in every possible way and had every possible experience that a 
man could have knew intimately the workings of our government he is eminently qualified certainly in terms 
of experience to assume the terrible duties that wake him now and now we're informed that the mechanical 
obstruction to hearing that the words of the Senate leaders has been removed and we hear now 





leaders has been removed and we hear now first from Mansfield of Montana Majority Leader then from the 
Republic passing of John Fitzgerald Kennedy is not only a tragedy for the nation which he so ably 
represented but is | think also a mark upon the respectability and responsibilities of some of our citizens this 
good this decent this kindly man this harassed man who had so much on his shoulder and received from 
some people so little in the way of supported return this man has now gone to his reward and | will miss him 
as a person friend the nation will miss him is a great president and the world will miss him as a great leader 
there are some things that are simply incredible and leave one absolutely speechless this is one of them this 
dark tragic hour all | can say is what | said on the floor of the Senate this is the time for every American to 
pray pray for the president and pray for the country so the leaders of the Senate of the United States 
demonstrated in these words in traditional and essential unity it goes beyond party in this particular moment 
of national tragedy there can be no doubt that the Congress of the United States will unite unite firmly will 
help in every possible way their new President Lyndon Baines Johnson he is their close friend as his 
predecessor would and there can be there is every certainty that the new President of the 
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certainty that the new President of the United States will receive every possible health and possibly can it 
can be afforded to him by the members of the Congress of the United States regardless of party the words 
you have just heard from mr. Mansfield the majority leader from the Senate Dirksen the Minority Leader from 
Wayne Morris of Oregon all indicate what is truly a feeling that permeates the entire Congress of the United 
States today and demonstrates the kind of essential unity that exists now in the Congress as it rallies behind 
it the new president and now back to New York the black ugly words are in French president shot dead 
president dead common headlines that will appear on every newsstand probably every newspaper in the 
world tomorrow morning but there is the possibility there's a possibility only but the man who perpetrated this 
action may have been found Frank well his name is li h oz wall he has been arrested in connection with the 
shooting of a dallas policeman outside of theater where police had been sent on a tip that the man had gone 
there there is reason to believe according to police that he is not connected with the assassination of 
President Kennedy has been described now as a prime suspect although the actual words that he is the man 
who committed the crime has not yet been used now the great deal is known about this Oswald we will get 
more information as we go on we do know that he has been identified by police in Dallas as chairman of an 
organization known as fair play for Cuba committee and a police captain Pat Galloway said the suspect was 
an employee in the building where the rifle used in the assassination was found Ganaway said the suspect 
had visited Russia and was married to a Russian this was not immediately confirmed now according to my 
understanding and bill you can help me with this this is the building a they depository for books a 
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building a they depository for books a Texas School Book repository | think it's called which is located just 
across the time way down which the presidential motorcade was traveling at that time and is there not an 
arrow there the arrow yes right should be pointing through the fifth-floor window from which it is believed the 
fatal shots were fired very photographers who said they saw a rifle being pulled in from the window and you 
can see the people gathered outside the building and then the rifle itself | believe we have a picture of it yes 
there should be one there of the rifle being removed from the building there it is variously described as a 303 
red Molly expert to recognize it immediately but it obviously has the telescopic sight on it and the best we can 
make out now the president's motorcade had really traveled perhaps a few yards beyond this point and that 
the fatal shots that were fired were fired from behind and struck him the back of the head and then in 
Congress Lee some way another bullet struck him in the front of the neck one one reporter Frank who was 
travelling in the motorcade says it's his guess that the assassin had about a 45 degree angle on the 
president so that it was not head-on or directly from the rear but on the side it was more on Oswald here 
please go ahead he came back to Fort Worth it says here from Russia last year after having been in the 
Soviet Union since 1959 where he he worked in Minsk in fact Lee left after he apparently became 


disillusioned its life under communist rule he'd gone to Russia after he got out of the Marine Corps 
announced he wanted to stay there Jane is mine then applied for a passport in 62 saying he wanted to return 
to the United States with the Russian white net been married in the Soviet you may have an infant child it 
does not make clear here whether or not he brought the wife and child back to this country yes it is reading 
as quickly as | can passport was issued and he and his family came to this country and it was in 1959 after 
he'd gone to the Soviet Union that oswalt old American embassy officials there that he had applied for Soviet 
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there that he had applied for Soviet citizenship but apparently he never followed through on that again he is 
only a suspect that he is identified as a prime suspect in the assassination of President Kennedy it is 
reported from Washington the House Speaker McCormick says the president's body will lie in state at the 
White House tomorrow speaker McCormick said he thinks the body will be taken to the Capitol Sunday and 
remain in the great book tundra until about noon Monday further plans as you can well appreciate are 
indefinite but it's understood that the actual funeral services will be held in Boston traditionally presidents 
who die in office have lain in state in the rotunda now we have ready for you a recording of the voice of New 
York Republican Governor Nelson Rockefeller commenting on the passing of President Kennedy and we 
would play that for you now there's a shocking and terrible tragedy for the nation and the world this is 
Rockville and | join with all New Yorkers and every American in extending heartfelt sympathy to mrs. 
Kennedy and the president's family may God grant strength and guidance to Lyndon Johnson as he 
assumed his grave responsibilities under these tragic circumstances the prayers of all of us will be with him 
I've proclaimed for the state of New York a 30-day period of mourning and | have directed that all state 
offices shall be closed on a day of the president's funeral the President of the United States is dead Lyndon 
Baines Johnson is the new President of the United States the body of John Fitzgerald Kennedy and a bronze 
casket is aboard an Air Force jet winging its way back from Dallas Texas where he was felled today by shots 
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Texas where he was felled today by shots from a high-powered rifle which has been recovered from the 
building where it is believed that the assassin was located and if first indications or suspicions are correct the 
assassin was an employee in the building Lee Oswald seems to have a record of association with left-wing 
causes is under arrest undergoing intensive interrogation in Dallas at this moment he was arrested near or in 
a theater in Dallas shortly after the shooting and during his arrest the Dallas policeman was shot and killed 
the suspect Lee Oswald was quoted as saying at the time of his arrest it is all over now aboard the Air Force 
plane coming back from Texas with the body of the late president is the new President Lyndon Johnson it will 
arrive in Washington at about five minutes past 6:00 Eastern Daylight Time this evening which is about an 
hour or an hour and five minutes from now NBC News as you can appreciate as mobile units at the Air Force 
Base and we will attempt to bring you pictures of that scene as as it occurs we have been advised by House 
Speaker John McCormack that the president's body will lie in state at the White House tomorrow it is 
expected that sometime later it will be taken to the rotunda of the Capitol that giant area underneath the 
dome which separates the two wings of Congress the former President Eisenhower has been among the 
world notables to give his reaction to the tragic loss of the American president we'd like to bring you his 
statement at this time | share the sense of shock and dismay that the entire nation must feel at the 
despicable act that took the life of the nation's president on the personal side mrs. Eisenhower and | shared 
the grief but mr. Kennedy must now feel we send to 
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but mr. Kennedy must now feel we send to her our fair powerful thoughts and sympathetic sentiments at this 
in this hour General Holder counsel the American people at this time in the face of such a terrible thing | am 
sure the entire citizenry the nation will join as one man in expressing their not only their grief but they're in 
the indignation this act and will stand faithfully behind the government general could you tell us how you got 
the word I was at a meeting out for the United Nations and while there a member of the meeting was called 


out and it came back and told us the news although at that time we did not know the president was dead we 
did not know when | got back here at that time that he was dead but a matter of fact we had a the last 
message we had was one rather of hope and the entire company merely paused for a minute that they 
request of the Chairman and each others in his own way said a silent prayer for Athena but it shouldn't be 
any concern sir over national security at a time like this no | think the whole nation now would be almost all of 
it secure the ages the nation be all right in a few months ahead oh I'm not going to predict anything of that | 
just say this the American nation is a people of great common sense and they are not going to be stampeded 
or bewildered attend enterprise minor history has have assassinations affected the political course of events 
well of course in Lincoln's 
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well of course in Lincoln's assassination you the pregnancy went to a man who was a registered Democrat 
mr. Johnson in Garfield | doubt that there was any and of course McKinley's | brought him Theodore 
Roosevelt of course they've been other attempts and late years of mr. Truman was at a grave threat toward 
Hill to his life and mr. Roosevelt just before he was inaugurated you remember down it there when the mayor 
Cermak was killed was ran a very grave risk there these things have happened and it seems inexplicable to 
me because Americans are loyal and it's just this occasional psychopathic sort of accident that occurs and | | 
don't know what we can do about it could you say anything general about how people will feel abroad from 
all your experience with the United Nations and others how will it be taken abroad well | think they will be a 
bit bewildered this in the civilized countries of the world this doesn't happen | so often and you remember in 
the starting of World War one the murder of the Archduke Ferdinand | think his name was why this thyself 
almost well one of the contributory causes to that war and but here | I just don't know what happens and it 
but we are a nation that where our freedoms are allowed we are observed in such a way that everybody is 
ready to | mean everybody is you might say capable of doing this if he's ready to put his own life on the line 
tomorrow | expect | have canceled the dinner date that | had 





have canceled the dinner date that | had for tonight tomorrow I'm going immediately to my home and if | am 
wanted for any purpose whatsoever | will of course be a bill would you have any advice for the American 
people no as | said | know the American people will stand solid and they will not be stampeded thank you 
former President Eisenhower commenting on the passing of President Kennedy who was killed this 
afternoon in Dallas Texas by an assassin's bullet fired from a high-powered rifle Frank just late word from 
mom from Dallas that the condition of the Texas governor John Connally who was wounded in the 
assassination of President Kennedy has been described in the most recent the medical bulletin as 
satisfactory satisfactory as a condition of Texas Governor John Connally NBC's Richard valeriani has been 
at the White House in Washington throughout the afternoon and understood the crowds are gathering there 
there's a certain feeling of hopelessness that goes with with these things but them everyone turns to his 
neighbor and whoever is near him and tries some way to absorb the full impact of the knowledge and there's 
not a great deal that can be done people around the world are trying to accommodate themselves to what 
has happened in the United States now as we can see President Eisenhower awhile ago was still wrestling 
with he with the enormity of the idea and trying to reconcile it with his basic conviction mister Americans are 
decent people that don't do this sort of thing but it has happened with with alarming regularity over the years 
so let's go to the White House now in Washington and NBC's Richard valeriani to see what the situation is 
there the new President of the United States Lyndon Johnson is on his way to Washington from Dallas he is 
scheduled to land at Andrews Air Force Base and the presidential jet Air Force 





Base and the presidential jet Air Force One and about an hour from now the body of the late President John 
Kennedy is also aboard the flame members of the cabinet are going out to Andrews to meet the new 
president mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy has also believed to be aboard the plane President Johnson the White 


House announces we'll have a statement to make at the airport on arrival he will then fly to the White House 
by helicopter and after that his plans are indefinite the two kennedy children Caroline and John jr. are here at 
the White House they have not yet been told of their father's death they are with a nursemaid miss Maud 
Shaw also in the White House is the late president's brother-in-law Sargent Shriver who is making 
arrangements for the funeral is coordinating this with members of the military mrs. Shriver the late 
president's sister has flown to Hyannis to be with Ambassador Joseph Kennedy the president's father 
outside in front of the White House along Pennsylvania Avenue crowds have been gathering since shortly 
after confirmation of the president's death expert police details have been assigned to the area they have 
roped off one side of the street to keep the crowds back they are keeping pedestrians moving the crowd is 
silent very grim-faced we saw one student from Georgetown University crying there was a girl from the 
Peace Corps who told one of our reporters at golf of NBC Washington that | myself and part of the legacy II 
President Kennedy has left for the world we are also told that the contrary to reports from Dallas no Secret 
Service agent was killed in the gunfire we are also told that Secret Service agents have been assigned to 
protect the Speaker of the House John MacCormack who was next in line after President Johnson this is 
Richard valeriani NBC News at the White House local people walked to a church in new Ross Ireland tonight 
to offer prayers 





Ross Ireland tonight to offer prayers when they heard of the assassination of President Kennedy President 
came to that area of County Wexford in Ireland the home of his ancestors in June during his European tour 
John V Kelly a New Ross auctioneer who met Kennedy at the time told newsmen the people here are deeply 
grieved people heard the news on television and immediately ran the neighbors who did not have sets and 
told them so the shockwaves were around the world the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee is Arkansas Senator Fulbright I've worked very closely with President Kennedy in the 
implementation of this administration's foreign policy in Washington senator Fulbright has made some 
comment on the assassination of President Kennedy we would like to bring you a report on that now so to 
Washington and the reaction of Senators John Fullbright chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee fascination of President Kennedy is a tragedy beyond words for his family for his country and for 
the world it is a it is an unspeakable crime | spend my heartfelt sympathy to his family they have lost beloved 
one | have lost a friend the American people have lost the president who has led the country with wisdom 
with honor and with dedication in the face of so sudden a tragedy we should be thankful we have tested 
institutions of government which will continue to function in an orderly manner we're also fortunate that 
President Johnson is a man of long and broad experience in government confronted with this tragic 
emergency for all Americans should unite behind our new president and demonstrate the strength of our 
democracy to ourselves and to the world 
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we do not know yet who informed President Johnson of the passing of President Kennedy but we are 
reminded that it was another Texan House Speaker Sam Rayburn whose Duty it became to inform former 
president Harry Truman of the passing of the late President Roosevelt in Georgia he had just been speaking 
with mr. Truman as a matter of fact he was before | think and he called him to his office and told him that he 
was now the President of the United States President Johnson is on his way back to Washington Andrews 
Air Force Base should be arriving there or perhaps a little less than an hour from now we heard from 
Washington a few moments ago that he will have some remarks to make at the airport when he arrives it 
would let us put it this way it would surprise us if within the next day or two the president does not make a 
nationwide address but we have no information on that the president's cabinet or a good portion of it was on 
its way to the far east when word reached him of the assassination of President Kennedy they immediately 
turned around enroute last report we had was that they had touched down at Honolulu on their way back to 
the United States well the president's cabinet of course is his own choice he chooses or he selects the men 
that he wants to serve as heads of the various executive departments that are under his domain Vice 
President Kennedy now of course can choose his | mean vice prayer l'm sorry President Lyndon Johnson 


can select his own captive members are retained those that were chosen by President Kennedy this is one 
of the the hundreds of different ways that the nation and the Capitol and the people in the government must 
adjust themselves to the loss of President Kennedy to talk with us about that now here is NBC's Martin 
agronsky in Washington with of some thoughts about the effect on the cabinet the chief members of the 
cabinet of the United States that is the Secretary of State Dean Rusk the Secretary of Defense mr. 
McNamara the Secretary of Commerce mr. Hodges and 





the Secretary of Commerce mr. Hodges and Secretary of the Interior mr. noodle are all on the plane that 
Frank has just mentioned that has turned around and is trying to get back now to Washington it is the custom 
as the tradition when a president dies that each member of the cabinet submits automatically his resignation 
the incoming president then either accepts the resignation or instructs the cabinet officer to remain at his 
post automatically those resignations we can assume will be submitted at this time and President Johnson 
will then have to make up his mind whom he wishes to keep and whom he wishes to have Gulf the members 
of the cabinet are to meet the president's plane when it arrives at Andrews Air Force Base in about an hour 
from now they will then accompany President Johnson to the White House a well informed a White House 
sources quoted as having said that it is very likely the President Johnson who will spend tonight in the White 
House he will not only assume immediately the duties but also the residence of the President of the United 
States the body of John Fitzgerald Kennedy will be carried to the Bethesda Naval Hospital and tomorrow as 
the Speaker of the House John McCormack has announced and mr. McCormack is now next in line to the 
presidency of the United States occupies a position that Lyndon Johnson occupied as vice president in terms 
of succession mr. McCormack has said that the body of the president will lie in state tomorrow of that is of 
John Fitzgerald Kennedy will lie in a state tomorrow in the White House well then liens state in the rotunda 
that is underneath the Capitol dome in the capitol of the United States on Sunday and until noon on Monday 
and at the White House were informed that the final burial ceremonies will probably be in Boston not here in 
Washington though apparently is not decided as yet whether 





apparently is not decided as yet whether the president whether President Kennedy shall be buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery or whether he will be buried in Boston in a Kennedy family plot the members of 
the family have not yet made that decision sergeant Shriver the head of the Peace Corps and mr. Kennedy's 
brother-in-law is in charge of the funeral preparations but mr. Shaw has not indicated as yet what the final 
plans that shall be the members of the cabinet of course must rally around the new president will fully intend 
to will offer all of the advice that they possibly can this is a government that under John Fitzgerald Kennedy 
worked very closely together not in the sense of holding frequent cabinet meetings they didn't but everyone 
else always knew what the other was doing and Vice President Lyndon Johnson or President Lyndon 
Johnson fortunately throughout the Kennedy term of office was included in all of the meetings would be 
cabinet participated fully and many of the major decisions of the state decisions was a contributing member 
of the National Security Council the chief advisory council which dealt with all of the great problems of state 
and said at the president's right hand throughout all the moments of crisis such as the Cuban emergency he 
is fully a familiar with all of the duties that he's called upon to assume and of course it will get every kind of 
help that he possibly can get from the members of the cabinet it is much too soon to speculate no one 
wishes to no one is in the mood to speculate as to which members of the cabinet President Johnson will 
keep which he will ask to go this is a matter that will be decided much later I'm sure when the first shock of 
this terrible tragedy has worn off and when President Johnson begins to function in his new 
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Johnson begins to function in his new office these are the primary developments that have occurred so far 
here in Washington it's a question now awaiting the arrival of President Lyndon Johnson who will make a 
statement to the nation when he arrives at the airport which will be in approximately 50 minutes or so from 


now if all goes according to schedule we will hear then the reaction of the new President to the terrible 
tragedy and to the enormous responsibility that has fallen upon his shoulders he has not been quoted yet as 
having to said anything and apparently we'll be trying to compose his thoughts as he makes this tragic flight 
back from Dallas here to the United States where to the capital of the United States and from where he will 
now assume the duties of the presidency as he has already been sworn in as president of the United States 
and that's the story as it has developed so far here in the capital now back to you Frank in New York not in 
contradiction to what Martin just told you but an amplification of what he said we did have one report that 
President Johnson said immediately after being sworn in aboard the Air Force plane all right let's get this 
plane back to Washington NBC News as you perhaps have realized has canceled all of its regular 
programming none of the programs that you ordinarily see will be brought to you throughout the course of 
this evening we will however remain on the air and bring you reports continuing reports on this story as it 
continues to unfold we have mobile units and correspondents assigned to the key points in the story we have 
a mobile unit at Andrews Air Force Base outside Washington where we expect the plane bringing President 
Johnson and the body of the late President Kennedy back to Washington to arrive shortly we are being 
joined of course with all of our affiliates and requirements are that periodically in the course of broadcast day 
that these affiliates pause or the 
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day that these affiliates pause or the we pause and allow these affiliates an opportunity to identify 
themselves so we shall do that now we pause for station identification we have this message from Sir David 
Armsby Gor who is the British ambassador to the United States he said this horrible wicked and senseless 
act has deprived not only the American people but the world of a great and wonderful man Jack Kennedy the 
British ambassador continued was the best and most loyal friend that one could ever hope to have and | 
filled we are receiving reaction from around the world and | believe if I'm correct that we have a voice report 
from NBC's wealth hang in and bond is that correct can | be advised on that we do or do not have | will get 
the word in just a moment if you'll bear with us here Frank we do have it bill I'm sorry here is her report from 
NBC's bond correspondent Wells hang and bringing us the reaction of the West German government West 
Germany has ordered alert condition number one for all its Armed Forces cheering an aggressive Russian 
move in the wake of President Kennedy's assassination sources here confronted West Germany's 400,000 
man Army has been ordered on combat alert the highest conditions short of actual war following receipt of 
the news of the president's death meanwhile Chancellor Ludwig Erhard who's 





meanwhile Chancellor Ludwig Erhard who's been in office only five weeks returned here by train from a two- 
day visit to Paris he's expected to issue a statement shortly on the president's death Earhart was due to visit 
the United States leaving here Sunday night but he's now expected to cancel his trip former Chancellor 
Konrad Adenauer who had criticized mr. Kennedy's strategy of peace sad to say his work will live in history 
he has given his life for freedom and eat well sang an NBC news/wall report was from NBC's Welles hangin 
and bond he advised us that the West German air force has been put on the state of highest alert the highest 
alert short of actual warfare and the belief there in West Germany is that the Soviet Union might attempt to 
make some move at this time when the United States and consequently the Western world has been caught 
off balance report from NBC's world hanging in Bonn Franco there is this we are advised that President 
Johnson after his return to Washington which is expected in about 45 minutes we'll meet at the White House 
tonight with Defense Secretary Robert McNamara and with McGeorge Bundy who had been President 
Kennedy's top advisor the White House national security aide and then President Johnson will confer with 
the bipartisan leadership of of the Congress but they will be brought in from the Vatican City a report that 
Pope Paul 6 prayed tonight for President Kennedy Pope receives and it was just a few moments after the 
president died Pope Paul received the president in audience in Rome June 2nd during the president's trip to 
there we now have reaction from the United Kingdom and for that we go to NBC correspondent Kenneth 


Bernstein in London then Prime Minister Sir Alec douglas-home hurrying back to Downing Street from a 
dinner party 40 miles out in the country official announcement says he learned the news with the most 
profound shock and horror later tonight 





profound shock and horror later tonight the Prime Minister and opposition leader Harold Wilson will appear 
on radio and television with tributes to President Kennedy Harold Wilson has called John Kennedy a good 
friend of this country a great world statesman and a great fighter for peace queen elizabeth ii was 
immediately informed and a statement is expected shortly from Buckingham Palace a small crowd is 
gathered outside the American Embassy in Grosvenor Square London one man from Connecticut said he 
just wanted to be a little closer to America in this moment of disaster news flashes have been interrupting the 
regular programmes on British radio and television and the members of the panel on one radio show 
declined to go on out of deference for the president one panelist Lord Boothby said the blow that has fallen 
tonight is for me the most shattering of all Kenneth Bernstein NBC News London not to belabor what has 
happened today but perhaps to catch some of you up who may not have heard in as reasonably full detail as 
we can bring you what has happened today President Kennedy was assassinated this afternoon by a sniper 
who hit him with a rifle bullet fired from the 6th floor of a building near a freeway in Dallas Texas as the 
president's motorcade was moving to a Trade Center where he was to make a speech briefly the president's 
day as it started in Texas this morning in Fort Worth he went to a group of Democrats who couldn't get 
tickets to see him in a breakfast appearance it apologized that his wife was not along he said she was 
organizing herself and it takes longer a short time later the President and mrs. Kennedy went to a breakfast 
in the hotel Texas again in Fort Worth which was sponsored by the city's Chamber murmurs mrs. Kennedy 
arrived late and the entire room Rose gave her a standing ovation president then remark that she takes 
longer to get prepared in the morning but that it is was that then later in the day the president took off from 
Fort Worth and made the short flight to Dallas Love Field there he and 





flight to Dallas Love Field there he and mrs. Kennedy Texas Governor John Connally and mrs. Connolly got 
into an automobile a motorcade formed and proceeded down the freeway headed for the Trade Center 
where the president was to make a speech at approximately 12:30 Dallas time that would be 1:30 Eastern 
Standard Time a bullet hit the president we believe in the head he suffered a wound at least in the right 
temple within five minutes the motorcade had broken up and he was in the emergency room of Parkland 
Memorial Hospital in Dallas Texas within 30 minutes of the time the bullet struck me the President of the 
United States was dead that briefly is the chronology of what happened today in Dallas Texas to the 
President of the United States now further developments further movements in this story come from the 
nation's capital for those we go to NBC's ray sharer in Washington | left the capital a few minutes ago to 
come here to the White House as | left the Capitol Senate Majority Leader Mansfield and Senate Minority 
Leader Dirksen were leaving the Capitol to go to Andrews Air Force Base by limousine to greet President 
Johnson when President Johnson arrives at the airport he will make a statement which you will see on NBC 
television he will then come to the White House where he will hold his first meeting as president he will meet 
with Secretary of Defense McNamara and McGeorge Bundy the president special assistant for national 
security affairs they will brief the President on the world situation at eight o'clock tonight the vice president or 
President Johnson will meet with the leaders of Congress presumably here in the White House the funeral 
arraignments have just been announced inside here by acting press secretary Andrew Hatcher the 
president's body the late president's body will lie in repose in the East Room tomorrow at ten o'clock the 
body will be viewed by the family at eleven o'clock by Vice President Johnson the Speaker of the House and 
members of the executive branch of the cabinet at two o'clock by the Supreme Court at two thirty five 
members of the Senate and the house at five o'clock by members of the diplomatic corps Fraser NBC News 
at the White House as we have attempted to sort out our thoughts here as this 





to sort out our thoughts here as this afternoon has worn on it occurs to us that perhaps within the last month 
certainly within the last 45 days the actual chief executive or head of government of all of the major Western 
allies saved France has been changed Britain has changed Prime Minister's with Harold Macmillan retiring 
because of the Phil Ness theory being replaced by the new Prime Minister Sir Alec douglas-home the new 
government has been formed in Italy Chancellor Konrad Adenauer is no longer the head of the West 
German state he has been replaced by Chancellor Erhard and now the assassination of the President of the 
United States being replaced by the vice president now the President Lyndon Baines Johnson so four of the 
five major Western allies have undergone a change in their head of government within as we say about the 
last 45 perhaps 30 days leaving only General Charles de Gaulle of France who has long since been the last 
active figure brought over from World War two the plane with the President Johnson and the late President 
Kennedy is on its way to Washington will arrive at Andrews Air Force Base shortly new president is expected 
to make a short statement upon arrival Lee Oswald the prime suspect in the assassination is under arrest 
being questioned by police in Dallas we have no late word on the progress of that we are bringing you as we 
are able to get the material prepared reaction from some of the world's capitals and we have a report now 
from NBC's John Chancellor who is in Berlin the news of the president's death swept across Berlin the 
telephone exchange reported that it was swamped with calls some of the equipment wouldn't work and the 
news spread people walked out into the streets on a cold rainy night asking one another if it was really true in 
the restaurants along the course and 





in the restaurants along the course and down the Main Street in West Berlin customers gathered around and 
television set most people watched for a while and then left their meals unfinished and just went home at 
least one of the legitimate theaters in West Berlin stopped its performance in the middle announced the 
tragic news and canceled the evenings performance a dance festival was stopped in a similar way anda 
show at the West Berlin sports palace was halted by the news bear Billie Brown of West Berlin asked the 
people of the city to put candles in their windows tomorrow night in memory of the American president who 
had so eloquently and only a few months ago pledged his affection and allegiance to this city bear Brandt 
who is expected to go to the United States for the funeral said tonight that with the first citizen of the free 
world Berlin has lost its best friend students from Berlin's free University tonight will stage a midnight 
memorial march through the center of West Berlin they will march on some of the streets traveled by the 
president when he visited this encircled city in June the student march will end at the shudder burg rat house 
the city hall where mr. Kennedy made his famous | am A Berliner speech tonight on a cold and rainy night 
other West Berliners boarding him there have been reports in Berlin that the West Berlin police are on the 
alert for any demonstrations that might take place near the Berlin Wall the police refused to confirm this 
report we would like to take you back a bit earlier in the day now and pick up something of the chronology 
and bring you some of the immediate reaction of those persons who were actually eyewitnesses to the 
tragedy the 
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